
Policy recommendations to 
unlock the potential of the 
biosimilar retail market

Retail policy algorithm

The policy paper with recommendations to unlock the 
potential of the biosimilar retail market provides a variety 
of tools for policy makers to deliver sustainable access to 
biological medicines for patients in the retail setting. This 
algorithm can be used to support the adaptation of the 
recommendations to the various national contexts. 
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Is the patient aware of the benefits 
of biosimilar medicines? (e.g. 

targeted information campaigns 
have been organised)

Please consult the 
decision tree on 

incentives for physicians

Incentives
for patients

Is it driving the uptake of 
biosimilar medicines to the 

desired level?

Organise a targeted 
information campaign 

(EC information guide for 
patients)

Negative patient incentives 
that support the use of 
originators should be 

removed

Are mechanisms in place 
that allow compensation 

for this difference?

Is the level of co-
payment lower for the 
biosimilar medicine?
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Is the co-payment 
different between the 

biosimilar medicine and 
the reference product?
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Is there co-payment for 
biosimilar medicines in 

the retail market?

The payer should consider 
implementing a differentiated 
co-payment, where the co-
payment for the biosimilar 

medicine is lower 
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https://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/information-patients-what-i-need-know-about-biosimilar-medicines_en
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Incentives 
for healthcare 
professionals

Move to the decision 
tree on page 3

Yes

Develop guidance to 
support physicians. 

(Positioning 
statements on 
physician-led 
switching for 

biosimilar medicines)

Is there a system in place to 
monitor the prescribing 

choices of physicians for 
biosimilar medicines?

Is it driving the uptake of 
biosimilar medicines to the 

desired level?

Use this system as a 
blueprint to develop 
a monitoring system 

for biological 
medicines.

Develop a system to 
monitor the 

prescribing choices 
of physicians.
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Is clear guidance available 
supporting the physician to 
initiate treatment with or 

switch to a biosimilar 
medicine?

Organise a targeted information 
campaign (EC and EMA guidance: 
Biosimilars in the EU - Information 
guide for healthcare professionals)

Are the healthcare professionals 
aware of the benefits of biosimilar 

medicines? (e.g. targeted 
information/education campaigns 

have been organised)

Is there a system in 
place to monitor the 
prescribing choices 

of physicians for 
generic medicines?

Is it driving the uptake of biosimilar 
medicines to the desired level?

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/leaflet/biosimilars-eu-information-guide-healthcare-professionals_en.pdf
https://www.medicinesforeurope.com/docs/M-Biosimilars-Overview-of-positions-on-physician-led-switching.pdf


Incentives 
for healthcare 
professionals

NoYes

Do you have non-financial 
incentives in place for physicians 

to encourage prescription of 
biosimilar medicines?¹ 
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Go to 
the next 
question
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Go to the next question

Consider requesting a 
medical justification if 

the recommendations in 
the guidelines are not 

followed

Do you have financial 
incentives in place to 
encourage physicians 
to prescribe biosimilar 

2medicines?

(2)
Financial incentives: Benefit-sharing models where part of the realised savings are reinvested to enhance the quality of care e.g. by expansion of the clinical team.

(1)
Non-financial incentives can include medical justifications, target agreements and quotas.

THE END

Implement incentives 
to encourage 

prescription of 
biosimilar medicines

Yes

No

Is a medical justification 
required if the prescriber 

does not follow the 
recommendations in the 

guidance? 

Go to 
the next 
question

Is it driving the uptake 
of biosimilar medicines 

to the  desired level?

Are target agreements 
(= threshold of biosimilar 
prescribing in return for a 

reward) implemented?

Go to 
the next 
question

Is it driving the uptake 
of biosimilar medicines 

to the desired level?

Go to 
the next 
question

Consider implementing 
a target agreement for 
biosimilar prescribing

Implement financial 
incentives to 
encourage 

biosimilar use

Is it driving the 
uptake of biosimilar 

medicines to the 
desired level?

Establish quotas (set a 
penalty for when the 

threshold of cost-effective 
prescribing is not met)

Implement additional 
incentives to encourage 
prescription of biosimilar 

medicines
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