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Problem Statement

The sustainability of healthcare systems is a 

challenge for many European governments. 

Multiple factors, such as a growing and ageing 

population, increased disease burden, the 

introduction and the high cost of new 

innovative medicines, have put pressure on 

healthcare budgets across Europe. Biologic 

medicines take an important part of the 

pharmaceutical budget and a growing number 

of new pharmaceutical therapies are biological 

molecules. Biosimilar medicines have offered 

patients increased access to these life-altering 

biologic therapies. 15 years after the first 

biosimilar approval in Europe, we have reached 

more than 2 billion patient treatment days of 

safe clinical experience, accompanied by a 

growing trust in these more affordable biologic 

medicines. 

Over the next 10 years, many biological 

medicines are set to lose market exclusivity. 

This represents an opportunity for the market to 

harness more competition in the biologic 

medicines market and offer invaluable 

opportunities for healthcare systems to 

improve patient access, improve healthcare 

budget sustainability and significantly 

reduce equity gaps across Europe. The 

reduction of treatment costs with biosimilar 

medicines frees up resources which can then 

be reinvested into better care for patients and 

sometimes make previously unaffordable 

innovative therapies, more affordable.



Implement thoughtful biosimilar medicine policies that balance the benefits of competition, 

biosimilar use to increase patient access where necessary, and increase the affordability of 

treatments allowing reinvestments in health care. 

Design a biosimilar policy framework capable of delivering value for all stakeholders, building 

on the vast European experience.  The core components of such framework are outlined here:

Policy recommendations

Political vision, will, action and targets towards healthier communities.

Involvement of all relevant stakeholders to build trust.

Implementation roadmaps allowing time for tangible results.

A coordinated and holistic design with multiple comprehensive policies.

A biologic market driven by level-playing field competition.

Resilience and continuous improvement reflecting contextual changes.

Strengthen shared decision making and the physician-patient relationship has a central role 

throughout the course of biologic treatment (therapy selection, patient information/education 

and clinical oversight over time). 
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In Denmark, Amgros (secures the supply of drugs to public hospitals) divided the country into two 

different regions when procuring Adalimumab after biosimilar market entry. This allowed two 

competitors to supply the market, reducing market reliance on a single manufacturer while 

maintaining fast biosimilar medicines uptake, helping to ensure long-term competition and 

supply reliability for patients.

In France, authorities set a national target for biosimilar use and created opportunities to 

implement policies to increase biosimilar prescription. France’s objective is to achieve 80% 

biosimilar market penetration by 2022. In addition, France started piloting policy measures to 

increase biosimilar penetration in October 2018. While the project is scheduled to run for 3 years, 

policymakers are already looking to preliminary results based on defined KPIs and assessing and 

implementing alternative measures (e.g. incentives targeting hospital purchasing and for 

outpatient prescribers) to reach the target biosimilar penetration.

Sustainability examples
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IQVIA Biosimilar Scorecard 2020

Relevant documentation

Positioning Statements on Physician-led Switching for Biosimilar Medicines

Biosimilar medicines Group (Medicines for Europe) Position on biologic pharmacy substitution
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https://www.iqvia.com/-/media/iqvia/pdfs/institute-reports/country-scorecards-for-biosimilar-sustainability/iqvia-biosimilar-scorecard-idealised.pdf?la=en
https://www.iqvia.com/-/media/iqvia/pdfs/institute-reports/country-scorecards-for-biosimilar-sustainability/iqvia-biosimilar-scorecard-idealised.pdf?la=en
https://www.medicinesforeurope.com/docs/M-Biosimilars-Overview-of-positions-on-physician-led-switching.pdf 
https://www.medicinesforeurope.com/docs/M-Biosimilars-Overview-of-positions-on-physician-led-switching.pdf 
https://medicinesforeurope.com/docs/2020-biologic%20pharma%20substitution-position-FINAL.pdf 
https://medicinesforeurope.com/docs/2020-biologic%20pharma%20substitution-position-FINAL.pdf 

